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JOINT STANDING AND SELECT COMMITTEES 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.00 pm]: I rise to make some remarks about the functioning of 
joint committees, whether they be standing or select. For the past five and a half years, I have had the privilege 
of chairing the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission. That committee consists of 
four members, with two members from the Assembly and two members from the Council. The reason that 
committee works well is that it is truly a bipartisan committee. It consists of one Liberal and one Labor member 
from this house, and one Liberal member and one Labor member from the Assembly. That has been the case for 
the entirety of the five and a half years that I have served on that committee and, indeed, since I was first sworn 
into Parliament. 

In the thirty-eighth Parliament, I also had the opportunity to serve on the Joint Standing Committee on the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People. That committee consisted of, and still does to this day, four 
members, with two from the Assembly and two from the Council. I cannot speak to how it works at the moment 
because I am not on the committee, but certainly in the thirty-eighth Parliament, I found it to be a very good 
working committee in that it worked with a bipartisan spirit. I believe the reason that occurred is in part that it 
had not only an even number of members, but also an even number of members representing the Assembly and 
the Council, which ensured that there could not be a split vote. The composition in the thirty-eighth Parliament 
consisted in a bipartisan fashion of two Labor members and two Liberal or coalition members. I believe that is 
the way that joint standing committees should operate. 

I note with some concern that the Joint Select Committee on the Review of the Constitution Amendment 
(Recognition of Aboriginal People) Bill 2014 has just been formed and it consists of seven members, of which 
three are from the Council and four are from the Assembly. I do not know who was the author of the Assembly 
message to the Council, but I suggest that the author needs to take a good, hard look at themselves. I find it 
outrageous that, as a member of this Council, I have been asked to support the creation of a joint select 
committee when the representation of my colleagues in this house is lower than that from the other place. If 
I were the drafter of a motion of that sort emanating from this place, there is no way it would ever dawn on me to 
make sure that the number of members from this house was greater than the number of members from the other 
place. That would defeat the entire purpose of having a joint select committee, in my view. 

I noted the very gracious remarks this evening of the Leader of the House, the Leader of the Opposition, 
Hon Lynn MacLaren and my good friend Hon Col Holt, who I think, from memory, were the four members who 
contributed. 

Hon Lynn MacLaren: Hon Robin Chapple. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Sorry, Hon Robin Chapple on behalf of the Greens; I apologise.  

I think the contributions of those members were very gracious, because had I not had to exercise every part of 
self-control in me, I would have suggested that that message ought to have been torpedoed back to the 
Legislative Assembly. It should have been said to the other place that we are not interested in having messages 
in which the representation of this Council is somehow belittled or lessened to that of the Assembly.  

The reason I have gone to the lengths I have this evening is to say that in my experience—albeit only five and 
a half years—the role of joint standing committees has been very effective, and in the main that has been 
because there has been equal representation by both houses, and also with respect to the major parties. I would 
hope that, certainly in the time I am a member of this fine institution, this is the first and last time I am ever 
expected to agree to this thing. Let me just say that the simple and only reason I have is because I have been left 
in the unenviable position of noting that had I said no and had I had the support of others to say no or to amend 
the message, all that would have done is create a massive expense to the Parliament and the people of 
Western Australia by requiring the members of the other place to rise from their slumber in the summer recess 
and come back to this place to agree to the message—, otherwise the joint select committee would never be able 
to report to both houses by 26 March 2015, as we have indicated is important.  
The last thing I will say on this is that I note the establishment of this fine committee—the Joint Select 
Committee on Aboriginal Constitutional Recognition—will require that — 

The standing orders of the Legislative Assembly relating to standing and select committees will be 
followed as far as they can be applied.  

I wonder how closely people have been watching the drafting of this particular agreement and this message, 
because the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly relating to standing and select committees start at 
standing order 248, but let me point to one that might be of interest to members in this house this evening. 
Standing order 251 reads — 
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No Minister of the Crown will be eligible to be appointed as a member of a committee.  
We have just read that — 

The standing orders of the Legislative Assembly relating to standing and select committees will be 
followed as far as they can be applied.  

Obviously members of the other place decided in advance that standing order 251 will not apply, because we 
certainly will have a minister of the Crown appointed to be a member of the committee; not only that, he will be 
the chair of the committee. I am not making any comment as to whether that is a good, bad or otherwise thing. 
I am just pointing out to, hopefully, people who might be listening from the other place that if they are going to 
send a message to this place, can they please make sure they get it right; and, in addition to that, make sure that it 
respects the Legislative Council as at least an equal chamber to the Legislative Assembly.  
Members: Hear, hear! 
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